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Chairman James R. Huffines
Official Term: February 2003 — February 2009

Editor’s Note: This is the first of a 10-part series on each member of the UT System Board of Regents. This
series will explore the regents” business connections and political backgrounds, who have all been appointed by
Gouv. Rick Perry.

In 1987, before most freshmen at UT were even born, James Huffines was working as Secretary
of Appointments for the first Republican governor of Texas since the 19th century, Gov. William P.
Clements. In addition to jump-starting his own political career, Huffines sparked several others’, such
as that of Barry McBee, who went on to serve as chief of staff to Gov. Perry.

“I owe my career to James Huffines,” McBee told the Austin-American Statesman in 2004. McBee
recently found himself with the UT System this April, when he was appointed vice chancellor for gov-
ernmental relations. Gov. Clements’ wife, Rita, is now in her second term on the board of regents.

Such is the interweaving nature of the political appointments here in Texas, connections from which
James Huffines has seen several benefits. On June 2, 2004, Gov. Perry selected Huffines to be chairman
of the UT System Board of Regents. This April, Huffines cut Perry a $27,000 check for his reelection
campaign, and Texans for Public Justice recently reported that Huffines has contributed more than
$122,000 to Perry’s campaigns.

Although Huffines spent most of his time in the business world — he is currently the regional chair-
man of PlainsCapital Bank, one of Texas’ largest private banks with more than $4.8 billion in assets
— he has deeply connected himself with our current governor. In its February 2005 issue examining
Texas’ political heavyweights, Texas Monthly called Huffines the “unofficial chairman” of Perry’s
“kitchen cabinet,” an older and more seasoned collection of outside advisers to the governor.

Huffines has worked to get there, working for then-Gov. Clements” appointments committee from
November 1986 to June 1990. He was later selected to the board of the Texas Alcoholic Beverage
Commission in 1990.

Huffines then moved to the campaign front, working as a member of Gov. George W. Bush’s inau-
gural committee in 1999, Bush’s national finance committee for the 2000 elections and co-chairing Gov.
Perry’s most recent inauguration committee shortly before he was selected as a regent. Huffines earned
the title “Bush Pioneer” by raising more than $100,000 for the president’s 2000 election campaign.

Through it all, there have been few political road-bumps along the way. A minor one occurred over
a February 2004 solicitation for donations for Perry’s current gubernatorial campaign, where a letter
bearing Huffines’ name shook down previous donors as if it were a mortgage collection. “As I reviewed
our end-of-year 2003 audit report, I noticed that you had not sent your contribution to the Governor’s
committee,” the letter said, adding that the donor accounts had “lapsed.”

Huffines inherited a powerful Dallas pedigree, the grandson of auto dealer James L. Huffines Sr. and
son to James L. Huffines Jr., a co-owner of the Dallas Cowboys. Huffines Auto Dealerships, ranked No.
88 nationally of all auto dealers in 2005, brings in more than $409 million annually. Regent Huffines has
more or less taken his own road from the dealerships with a move to banking, although he still receives
more than $25,000 in interest from Huffines Chrystler, Inc., where he sits on the board of directors.

He has some other business interests, such as with a group called Andrew Harper Travel and DR] Frisco
Partners, Ltd. Tollroad @ 121, Frisco, Texas, a group connected to the new tollway north of Dallas.

Huffines graduated from UT-Austin in 1973 with a degree in finance and attended Southwestern
Graduate School of Banking at Southern Methodist University. His wife, Patty, graduated from UT in
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State political donations, Federal political donations,

since 1990:

$26,056

since 2000:

 $62,645
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As of May 2006, James Huffines additionally
served on the following boards of directors:

$27,000 to Rick Perry
(R) on April 17, 2006;

Corporate Boards: $4,335 to Talmadge

- PlainsCapital Bank (as well as associated
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boards for PlainsCapital Corporation,
Hester Capital Management, McAfee
Mortgage, Prime Lending Mortgage Co.
and Equity Partners, LLC.)

+ Huffines Chevrolet Inc.

« Andrew Harper Travel

Non-Profit Boards:

+ Bob Bullock State History Museum

- Tarry House

+ Knights of the Symphony, an Austin
Symphony group

90.2 percent Republican,
9.8 percent Democrat

100 percent Republican

Heflin (R) on Oct.
19, 2004; $2,890

to Ben Bentzin (R)
on Dec. 5, 2005;
$4,000 to Lamar
Smith (R) from 2004
to 2005; $5,000 to
Michael McCaul (R)
from 2004 to 2005;
$2,050 to Gonzalo
Barrientos (D) from
2000 to 2002.

Sources: Texas Ethics Commission, OpenSecrets.org



VIEWPOINT

Meet your regents

Rita Clements

Vice Chairman Rita C. Clements
Official Term: November 1996 — February 2007

Editor’s Note: This is the second of a 10-part series on each member of the UT System Board of Regents. This series
will explore the regents’ business connections and political backgrounds, all of whom have been appointed by Gov. Rick
Perry. Previous parts are online at dailytexanonline.com.

Several references to Rita Crocker Clements on the UT System Web site refer to the regent in the tradi-
tional form, Mrs. William P. Clements Jr. Since her husband served as governor of Texas from 1979 to 1983
and 1987 to 1991, it’s probably not a bad idea to toss the name around.

William Clements Jr. was the first Republican governor of Texas in 105 years, beating the husband of
now-Sen. Kay Bailey Hutchinson in the Republican primary of 1978 and winning the general election by
a scant 0.72 percent. The founder of Southeastern Drilling Company in 1947, Clements has been a heavy-
hitter in Texas politics for decades.

While Rita Clements has played a traditional role as a political spouse — she even wrote a piece on it for
Texas Monthly in 2003, describing how she “chose [her] words carefully” and made sure to “walk a thin
line” — she has been an active Republican since the Eisenhower days.

She served as a precinct chairman for the Republican Party in 1958 and 1961, and was a county canvass
chairman from 1960 to 1963. From 1962 until 1975, Clements was a delegate to every Texas Republican State
Convention. She was a delegate to the 1968 Republican National Convention, as well as the less-fruitful
1992 convention.

At the peak in her own political life, from 1973 to 1975, she was a member of the Republican National
Finance Committee and served on the Republican National Committee. In that post, Clements once
received a letter from Karl Rove after a speech she made to the College Republican National Committee.

About a decade later, Rove would serve during Gov. Clements’ first term as his deputy chief of staff, and
helped coordinate his later gubernatorial campaigns.

Starting in 1972, Regent Clements also served on the National Advisory Council for Economic
Opportunity, a group reporting to President Richard Nixon. Around that time, William Clements Jr. served
as Deputy Secretary of Defense for Nixon, and after the regent divorced her first husband in 1974, the two
married in May 1975.

Rita Clements gained most notoriety in her role as the first lady of Texas from renovating the Governor’s
Mansion in the 1980s, a major historical preservation to the building constructed in 1857. But her work
wasn't all puffy, as she explained in Texas Monthly: “During the eight years that he was governor, I sat in on
most of the meetings with the director of appointments, but I wasn’t public about it.”

From 1986 to 1990, when James R. Huffines served on the appointments committee during Gov.
Clements’ second term, regents Vice Chairman Clements ostensibly spent a good amount of time with
Chairman Huffines.

In the business world, Clements has served as director of several companies, including Team Bank, La
Quinta Motor Inns, the Dr Pepper Company and Bank One, Texas.

According to financial statements from June 2006, Clements has between 1,000 and 5,000 shares of stock
in Cisco Systems, Liberty Media Corp., Microsoft and Amgen Corp. She has between 5,000 and 10,000
shares of H.J. Heinz Co., Chevron and ExxonMobil.

Her major stock holdings, of more than 10,000 shares, include General Electric, Honeywell International,
Wal-Mart, Altria Group, Coca-Cola, Proctor & Gamble, Citigroup, JP Morgan Chase, Pfizer, Disney and Intel.

Although Clements has served on the Board of Regents since 1996, she still hasn’t done enough time
to negate her presence on the Texas A&M campus. Clements Residence Hall in the center of A&M'’s cam-
pus, built in 1981, is named for her. According to the university’s residence life program, Clements was
“extremely interested in attending Texas A&M University. However, in 1949, A&M didn’t admit women.”
In this case, perhaps UT’s more liberal reputation pays off: Clements graduated from the University of
Texas in 1953 with a degree in Spanish.

She is the only regent to be currently serving a second term — her first started in 1996 with an appoint-
ment by George W. Bush. Gov. Perry gave her the nod for a second term in April 2001. Less than two
months later, William Clements Jr. cut Perry’s campaign war chest a check for $100,000.

State political donations, Federal political donations, Notable

since 2000%: since 1990:

$4,000

Rita Clements additionally serves on the
following boards of directors:

Non-Profit Boards:
+The Salvation Army Metroplex Advisory
Board
« Friends of the Governor’s Mansion
+ O'Donnell Foundation
+ Robert and Nancy Dedman Foundation
+ Hockaday School
« Center for Human Nutrition
« Charter 100
» Communities Foundation of Texas
« Crystal Charity Ball
« Dallas Historical Society

37.5 percent Republican,
62.5 percent non-affiliated PAC

100 percent Republican

and $177,000 for federal contributions over the same period

$40,500

contributions:

$2,500 to UT

System’s Friends

of the University

PAC; $15,000 to the
Republican National
Committee from 2000
to 2004; $10,000 to
the Texas Republican
Congressional
Committee from 1992
to 1996; $100,000

to Rick Perry (R) by
William Clements Jr. on
June 6, 2001

* Contributions including both Rita Clements and William P. Clements Jr. total more than $250,000 for state
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VIEWPOINT

: State political donations, Federal political donations, Notable

since 2000: since 1990: contributions:
Cyndi Taylor Krier additionally serves on $ 3 9 $ 9 8 $5,000 to Rick Perry
the following boards of directors: : 7I 7 7 I4 1 (R) on Sept. 12,2001;

Non-Profit Boards:
+ United Way of San Antonio and Bexar

County

« University Interscholastic League
Foundation

« Texas Taxpayers Research Association

- Texas Legislative Conference

« Texas Board for Lease

Meet your regents

Cyndi Taylor Krier

Vice Chairman Cyndi Taylor Krier
Official Term: March 2001 — February 2007

Editor’s Note: This is the third of a 10-part series on each member of the UT System Board of Regents, the
board of operating directors for all 15 UT campuses across Texas. This series will explore the regents” business
connections and political backgrounds, all of whom have been appointed by Gov. Rick Perry.

Previous parts are online at dailytexanonline.com.

Not many folks have a juvenile correctional treatment center named after them. Of course, not
many folks are regents.

Regent Cyndi Taylor Krier holds both honors, after being confirmed a regent in March 2001. She
was previously the first woman (and first Republican since Reconstruction) elected Bexar County
judge, the county where the corrections facility is located.

Krier is a political star in San Antonio, where she served as a judge and state representative. She
won two terms in the Texas Senate, serving from 1984 to 1992. In 1992, she won her first term as Bexar
County Judge, a position she held until she became a regent in 1991.

Krier was a Republican in all the posts, but she pushed a Democrat to succeed her as Bexar County
judge. Democratic Commissioner Paul Elizondo, who once called Krier a “prima donna of the first
order” and fought to block her nomination to secretary of state for Texas in 1998, told the San Antonio
Express-News upon her retirement as judge that “Bexar County has been blessed with the hardest-
working judge in its history.”

George W. Bush perhaps owes a bit to Krier for her help in 2000, although the only money she
donated came for the 2004 elections. During the Florida recount, Krier scoured San Antonio for attor-
neys who would help make the case for Bush should the Republican party need their assistance. She
also trained observers with the Bush camp in the hanging-chad state.

Krier attended the journalism school at The University of Texas during the Frank Erwin era, gradu-
ating in 1971. She spent time as a city editor of this very publication, The Daily Texan, and went on
to graduate from the UT School of Law in 1975.

In August 2001, United Services Automobile Association announced that it had hired Krier as a
lobbyist for the San Anonio-based financial services company. Today, she fancies herself the compa-
ny’s vice president of Texas governmental relations.

During her tenure as Bexar Couny judge, Krier helped secure the new home of the San Antonio
Spurs on county grounds instead of within the city limits, a move that roiled the city where she
currently resides. Her spouse, Joseph R. Krier, is president of the Greater San Antonio Chamber of
Commerce.

In 2000, before becoming a UT regent, Krier served on Texas A&M'’s Agriculture Program 21
Leaders Panel. She has also served on other statewide task forces, including the governor’s task force
on conservation and the comptroller’s e-Texas task force, both also in 2000.

In what appears to be some sort of gubernatorial clockwork, Krier donated $5,000 to Perry’s
campaign about six months after he nominated her as a regent. She donated another $2,500 to his
campaign in 2003.

$10,500 to Associated
Republicans of Texas
from 2000 to 2005;
about $8,000 to USAA
PACs from 2001 to

2006

75.9 percent Republican, 94.7 percent Republican,
21.5 percent non-affiliated PAC, 5.3 percent non-affiliated PAC
2.6 percent Democrat

Sources: Texas Ethics Commission, OpenSecrets.org
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VIEWPOINT

Meet you

John Barnhill

I regents

Regent John W. Barnhill, Jr.

Official Term: November 2003 — February 2009

Editor’s Note: This is the fourth of a 10-part series on each
member of the UT System Board of Regents, the board of operat-
ing directors for all 15 UT campuses across Texas. This series
will explore the regents’ business connections and political back-
grounds, all of whom have been appointed by Gov. Rick Perry.

Previous parts are online at dailytexanonline.com.

Regents are compensated for travel and other “reason-
able expenses” incurred as they work administrating
the massive UT System. But Regent John Barnhill gets
another rather unique source of compensation from the
UT System: more than $5,000 a year in interest from bonds
for the System’s Permanent University Fund.

Barnhill may be the current chairman of the Bank of
Brenham, but he also acts as a personal lender to public
projects across the state — his most recent financial state-
ment from May 2006 lists more than 60 bonds held in his
name. Some bonds are as obscure as the Houston Airport
System and the North Dallas Texas Turnpike toll road.

Others have an education slant, such as bonds for the
Southwest Higher Education Authority and the Series A
University of Texas Revenue Refunding bonds. Several
involve independent school districts, including Laredo,
Lake Dallas, Socorro, Burleson, Allen, Fort Bend, Houston,
Lewisville, Lamar, Magnolia, Spring and Leander ISDs.

Barnhill made a name for himself at Blue Bell Creameries,
arguably the biggest cultural export his hometown of
Brenham has to offer besides cow tipping and Aggie fans.
In his nearly 40 years in the ice cream business, Barnhill
served as general sales manager until he retired in 2000. He
still sits as vice president, inactive, on the Blue Bell board of
directors, and has graced lunch breaks at regents meetings
with some of the more high-brow Blue Bell flavors.

Barnhill was not particularly a political player before he
was tapped for regentship in 2003. Jane Barnhill, his wife,
was appointed in 1995 to the Texas Historical Commission
by Gov. George W. Bush.

In the 2000 election, Barnhill was a Bush Pioneer, help-
ing raise more than $100,000 for the president’s campaign.
He has donated tens of thousands to state political races
— nothing major, by regents standards, but noteworthy
nonetheless.

But his business connections have made him quite the
powerful resident of east Texas. He was a plaintiff in the
Brenham shareholders suit against Enron, alleging that Ken
Lay misled Brenham’s chamber of commerce in a pitch to
buy Enron stock during a trip to the city in August 1999.

Barnhill’s stock portfolio is quite meaty, with more than
10,000 shares in the Bank of Brenham and more than 5,000
shares of Sterling Bancshares, Inc., which owns Sterling
Bank. He has more than 1,000 shares of blue chips such
as Belo, Abbott Labs, Kimberly Clark, Sun Life Financial
Services, Freddie Mac, Oracle, Bank of America, Anheuser
Busch, Southwest Airlines, GAP, Johnson & Johnson,
General Dynamics, BMW, Citicorp, Fedex, Microsoft,
Fannie Mae, Wyeth, Cisco Systems, Halliburton, Time
Warner, ChevronTexaco, Merck, Dell, Pepsico, Ford
Motor Company, General Electric, ExxonMobil, American
Express, GlaxoSmithKline, Proctor & Gamble, Kellogg,
Kraft Foods, Eli Lilly, Lowe’s Companies, Nestle, Neiman-
Marcus, Pfizer, Comcast, Office Depot, Sysco, Nike, St.
Paul Travelers Co., Tiffany & Co., Wells Fargo, General
Maritime, JP Morgan Chase, New York Times Company,
Polo Ralph Lauren, Target, United Parcel Service, Walgreen
Co. and Disney.

Barnhill graduated from UT-Austin in 1959 with a
degree in journalism. He currently has business interest
in some smaller community papers, such as the Colorado
County Citizen and the Navasota Examiner, but he seems
to have put most of his UT coursework to use with Blue
Bell, shaping their annual sales, advertising and public
relations programs.

It paid off — by the time Barnhill left Blue Bell in 2000,
it was the No. 3 ice cream seller in the nation.

John W. Barnhill additionally serveson State political donations, Federal political donations, Notable

the following boards of directors: : since 2000:

since 1990: contributions:
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Corporate Boards: ; $ 3 0 3 3 8 $ 2 8 5 3 1 $9,547 to Rick Perry
- Bank of Brenham /4 4 (R) from 2000 to

: 2005; $8,540 to Lois
W. Kolkhorst (R) from
2000 to 2005; $2,250
to UT’s Friends of the
University PAC from
2003 to 2006; $5,500 to
Susan Combs (R) from
2000 to 2006

« Blue Bell Creameries

Non-Profit Boards:

+ Bob Bullock Texas State History
Museum Foundation

« Friends of the Texas Historical
Commission

« Brenham Main Street Historical
Preservation

« Washington County Forum at Blinn
College :

« Economic Development Foundation : 92.6 percent Republican, 91.6 percent Republican,
of Brenham : 7.4 percent non-affiliated PAC 8.4 percent non-affiliated PAC

Sources: Texas Ethics Commission, OpenSecrets.org




VIEWPOINT

Meet your regents

i
H. Scott Caven

Regent H. Scott Caven Jr.

Official Term: February 2003 — February 2009

Editor’s Note: This is the fifth of a 10-part series on each member of the UT System Board of Regents, the
board of operating directors for all 15 UT campuses across Texas. This series will explore the regents’ busi-
ness connections and political backgrounds. All have been appointed by Gov. Rick Perry.

Previous parts are online at www.dailytexanonline.com.

For anyone on the fence questioning whether the UT System is primarily a money-manager
or an educational powerhouse, look no further than Regent Hubbard Scott Caven Jr. Caven is a
political appointee who has spent his life managing assets, working for Goldman, Sachs & Co. for
more than 30 years, 23 of which he served as vice president.

Besides sitting as one of nine voting regents, Caven is the chairman of the board of directors of
University of Texas Investment Co., which had close to $18 billion in funds in 2005. He is also the
managing director and regional manager for Texas of a private investment firm, the Atlantic Trust
Co. At the start of the year, Atlantic managed more than $16 billion.

Caven has been appointed to government positions by four different Texas governors, and has
worked for another. He served as a legal assistant to Gov. John B. Connally Jr. in the late ‘60s. He
was later appointed by the husband of Regent Rita Clements, Gov. William P. Clements Jr., as
chairman of the board for the Texas Growth Fund, a fund that plays a state-wide role comparable
to UTIMCO. Govs. Ann Richards and George W. Bush extended Caven’s appointment to that
chairmanship until 1999.

He was appointed to the Texas Inaugural Committee for Gov. Bush in 1999 and Gov. Perry in
2003. The committee plans and funds the inauguration ceremonies for governors. Chairman James
Huffines served on the inauguration committee with Caven both years.

State Sen. Gonzalo Barrientos, a Democrat who represents the University, threatened to hold up
Caven’s nomination for regent in 2003, according to The Houston Chronicle. Gonzalez objected
to Caven’s involvement in helping former Enron executive Max Yzaguirre get an appointment as
chairman of the Public Utility Commission, which oversees the state’s utility companies.

Caven told the Chronicle that upon Yzaguirre’s request, he called Gov. Perry’s chief of staff,
Barry McBee, to see if any appointments were available. Caven later said he “told them he was a
good guy.” Yzaguirre was appointed to the PUC in 2001. (McBee was hired in April to be the UT
System’s vice chancellor for government relations.)

Yzaguirre’s nomination came into question after Enron Chairman Ken Lay wrote Gov. Perry’s
campaign a $25,000 check within 24 hours of the appointment. At the time, Caven served as the
chairman of Perry’s finance committee, a post he still holds.

Caven deemed the issue irrelevant to his appointment as UT regent, and it did not hold up
his nomination. Yzaguirre was chair of the PUC when the Legislature deregulated the energy
industry in 2001.

June 2006 financial statements show Caven holds more than 1,000 shares of stock in Microsoft,
MBNA, Kayne Anderson MLP Investment Co., GK Intelligent Systems, Plains All American
Pipeline, Teppco Partners, Northern Border Partners, American International Group, Pfizer and
iShares Russell 1000 Growth Index. He has more than 5,000 shares of Intel, Cisco Systems, Kinder
Morgan Energy Partners and New Century Equity Holdings. Caven has more than 10,000 shares
of holdings with Nuance Communications, Bandspeed Inc., Questia Media and Spring Street
Partners.

He also receives more than $10,000 annually in interest, dividends or royalties from Kinder
Morgan Energy Partners, Magellan Midstream Partners, Enterprise Products Partners, Valero and
Energy Transfer Products LP.

4 4
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Caven holds a bachelor’s and a law degree from UT-Austin. And he even managed UT-Austin
money (aside from University funds in the Texas Growth Fund and UTIMCO), serving as director
of the McCombs School of Business MBA Investment Fund from 1994 to 2003.
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H. Scott Caven additionally serveson State political donations, Federal political donations, Notable
the boards of directors for: : since 2000: since 1990: contributions:

Corporate Boards: $ 6 99 8 $ 0 $10,498 to Rick Perry
« Atlantic Trust Private Wealth 1 14 1 7’ 7 5 (R) from 2000 to 2004;

Management $4,500 to Kay Bailey
« Atlantic Trust Investor Services Hutchison (R) from
« AMVESCAP 1993 to 2006

Non-Profit Boards:

« Houston Technology Center

- State finance chairman of Texans for
Rick Perry

- Texas Cowboys Alumni Association

96.2 percent Republican, 93 percent Republican,
3.8 percent Democratic 7 percent Democratic

Sources: Texas Ethics Commission, OpenSecrets.org
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Meet your regents

Judith Craven

Regent Judith Craven

Official Term: March 2001 — February 2007

Editor’s Note: This is the sixth of a 10-part series on each member of
the UT System Board of Regents, the board of operating directors for all
15 UT campuses across Texas. This series will explore the regents” busi-
ness connections and political backgrounds. All have been appointed by
Gov. Rick Perry.

Previous parts are online at www.dailytexanonline.com.

Presiding over 15 institutions that grant hundreds of doctor-
ates each year — UT-Austin alone graduated 755 Ph.D.s in 2005
— Judith Craven is the only regent of the 10 who can go by the
name “doctor.” She earned her M.D. from the Baylor College of
Medicine after getting her Master of Public Health from the UT
Health Science Center.

Before her appointment by Gov. Perry in March 2001, Craven
was actually an employee of the UT System, working as vice
president for multicultural affairs at the School of Allied Health
Sciences at Houston’s UT Health Science Center, and was later
named dean of the school.

She had also served as the director of public health for the city
of Houston and headed the anesthesia department at Riverside

Judith Craven additionally serves on
the boards of directors for:

Corporate Boards:
+ Sun America Funds
+A.H.Belo

+ Sysco Corporation

« Luby’s Corporation
+Valic Corporation

State political donations,
since 2000:

$825

General Hospital, a rehabilitation facility in Houston.

Craven is the first black woman to serve on the Board of Regents,
and only the second African-American. She served for six years as
president of the United Way of the Texas Gulf Coast.

In addition to her faculty roles at the UT Health Science Center
and duties as a UT System regent, Craven sits on the board of
directors of several corporate boards. As of this July, those boards
include SunAmerica Funds, a mutual fund company; Belo, a
media company that owns several television stations and The
Dallas Morning News; Sysco, a food product distributor; Luby’s,
the cafeteria chain; and VALIC, a retirement company. She also
served for several years on the board of the computer maker
Compagq, alongside the reportedly dead ex-Enron chief Ken Lay.

Her connections with those corporate boards carry over to her
portfolio: She holds more than 10,000 shares of stock in Sysco and
Luby’s. She also has more than 5,000 shares of Hewlett Packard
(which bought Compaq), and more than 1,000 shares of Belo.

Craven’s only major donation over the last decade was to Gov.
Perry: $100 about a year after he appointed her regent. She also
gave $100 to Texas Rep. Garnet Coleman, D-Houston, in 2002.

Federal political donations,
since 1990:

S0

Notable contributions:

$625 to the Texas Medical
Association PAC from 2001
to 2005; $100 to Rick Perry
(R) on April 11, 2002

76 percent non-affiliated PAC,
12 percent Republican,
12 percent Democratic

Sources: Texas Ethics
Commission, OpenSecrets.org
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your regents

Robert Estrada

Regent Robert Estrada

Official Term: November 2001 — February 2005

Editor’s Note: This is the seventh of a 10-part series on each member
of the UT System Board of Regents, the board of operating directors for
all 15 UT campuses across Texas.

Previous parts are online at www.dailytexanonline.com.

Robert Estrada’s term as regent actually expired in February
2005, more than a year-and-a-half ago. But since no replacement
was made by Gov. Perry then (which requires confirmation by
the Texas Senate), Regents rules have allowed Estrada to continue
serving his post to this day. Estrada was appointed to the position
when Regent Raul Romero resigned in August 2001, and Romero
was already more than two years into his term.

Since 1992, Estrada has been the chairman of Estrada Hinojosa
& Company, an investment company that issues municipal bonds.
The company also works with ASII Recursos across the border to
finance municipal projects in Mexico.

Estrada was appointed to a three-year term on the board of the
Federal Reserve Bank of Dallas at the start of last year, and had

Robert Estrada additionally serves on
since 2000:

Corporate Boards:
« Chairman, Estrada Hinojosa &
Company, Inc.

Non-Profit Boards:

- Federal Reserve Bank of Dallas

« Art Institute of Dallas

« Director, Greater Dallas Chamber of
Commerce

- Dallas Opera Foundation

- John Tower Center at SMU

« Tate Lecture Series

96 percent Republican,
4 percent Independent

State political donations,

$6,315

spent time on the board of the Municipal Securities Rulemaking
Board at the end of last decade, eventually chairing the board. The
MSRB regulates the municipal securities industry.

From 1990 to 1994, Estrada was on the board of directors at Sallie
Mae, the federally subsidized company based in Washington,
D.C. that is the nationwide leader in student loans. Estrada has a
legal background in bond law, and spent time with the law firm
Hutchison Boyle Brooks & Fisher, where he worked with the hus-
band of U.S. Sen. Kay Bailey Hutchison, R-Texas. He received his
undergraduate and law degrees from UT-Austin.

Estrada has also spent time in political positions, working in
1977 as the state director for U.S. Sen. John Tower, R-Texas, who
was the first Texas Republican senator since the 19th century. In
the mid-1960s, Tower voted against both the Civil Rights Act and
the Voting Rights Act. In 1989, Estrada was a special assistant to
President George H. W. Bush and also worked as an associate
director of White House personnel. The regent was a member of
Perry’s transition team in 2000.

Notable
contributions:

Federal political donations,
since 1990:

$ 1 5 8 1 4 $250 to Kinky
Friedman (I) on Dec.
28, 2005; $2,000 to
George W. Bush (R) in
2003; $2,000 to John
Cornyn (R) from 2004

to 2005

Sources:

Texas Ethics
Commission,
OpenSecrets.org

100 percent Republican
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Meet your regents

Brian Haley

Regent Brian Haley

Official term: February 2006 — February 2007

Editor’s Note: This is the eighth of a 10-part series on each member
of the UT System Board of Regents, the board of operating directors for
all 15 UT campuses across Texas. All have been appointed by Gov. Rick
Perry. Previous parts are online at www.dailytexanonline.com.

For more than 30 years, students at the University have been
haggling with the Legislature to get a student on the board
of regents. This February, Brian Haley became the first-born
of those efforts, appointed as the first student regent in UT
System history.

Just like the other nine regents (who, incidentally, have a
privilege that the student regent does not — a vote), Haley
was appointed to the position by Gov. Rick Perry. The student
regent review process must also pass through component stu-
dent governments of the UT System and the desk of Chancellor
Mark Yudof (who is also appointed by the governor).

Haley should be familiar to the aged Daily Texan reader
— his name has appeared in this publication in nearly 200
pieces, primarily the result of his term as president of Student
Government from 2003 to 2004. He has also taken out several
guest columns in the Texan, including those suggesting a cap

of the Top 10 percent law and defending the UT System’s bid
on Los Alamos. He is currently a law student at the University
and is vice-chair of the Texas Union board of directors.

But the student regent has some experience in politics beyond
the self-squabbling over publicizing attendance records that
goes on in Student Government. Haley is the treasurer of a con-
servative political action committee, NexGen, a group he co-
founded with former UT student Gerardo Interiano. To date,
NexGen PAC has raised more than $10,000 in donations, and
has endorsed the incumbent who represents the University,
U.S. Rep. Lamar Smith, R-San Antonio.

According to the Texas Ethics Commission, Haley has only
made two statewide political donations before this June. One
was $100 to the PAC he treasures, and another $50 went to
the incumbent Republican Texas Supreme Court Justice Don
Willett earlier this year. Haley currently serves on Sen. Kay
Bailey Hutchison’s Leadership 20/20 Committee.

To cap it off, the student regent even has some experience
in the corporate world: After completing an undergraduate
degree in government in 2004, Haley spent time overseas in
China working for Dell.
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Meet your regents

Colleen McHugh

Regent Colleen McHugh

Official term: October 2005 — February 2011

Editor’s Note: This is the ninth of a 10-part series on each member of the
UT System Board of Regents, the board of operating directors for all 15 UT
campuses. All have been appointed by Gov. Rick Perry.

Previous parts are online at www.dailytexanonline.com.

Before her ascension to the Board of Regents, Colleen McHugh had
a history of appointments by the current occupant of the governor’s
mansion, Rick Perry. In 2001, he appointed her to the Governor’s
Task Force on Homeland Security, and in 2004 he reappointed her to
the Texas Public Safety Commission, after then-Gov. George W. Bush
made her the first woman to serve the commission in 1998.

She later resigned that post to serve as a UT System regent when
Perry appointed her in October 2005.

McHugh has no education experience from the University —
she received her undergraduate degree from Southern Methodist
University and her law degree from St. Mary’s University School of
Law. But she has spent a good deal of time in the legal world and

As of July, Colleen McHugh additionally
served on the boards of directors for:

- UTIMCO

« Governor’s Business Council

+ 3200 Ocean Inc.

« American Bank N.A

« CHRISTUS Spohn Health System

+ American Red Cross

+ US.S. Lexington Museum on the Bay

- Center for American and International Law

- Texas Board of Legal Specialization

« Federal Judiciary Evaluation Committee

« Corpus Christi Regional Economic
Development Corporation

90.6 percent Republican,
9.4 percent Democratic

State political donations,
since 2000:

$3,737

until recently was a partner with the corporate law firm Bracewell
& Giuliani LLP. She was also appointed by Republican Sens. Kay
Bailey Hutchison and Phil Gramm to serve on the Federal Judiciary
Evaluation Committee, which vets federal judges and U.S. attor-
neys.

%’n the 1990s, McHugh served on the board of directors for the Texas
Bar Association, becoming the first woman chairman of the board.
McHugh later served as the second female president of the Texas bar,
from 1996 to 1997, after her friend Harriet Miers served in 1992.

McHugh sits on the board of directors for the University of Texas
Investment Management Co., which controls more than $18 billion
in donations and endowments for the UT and Texas A&M University
Systems, investing much of that money back into the private sector.
She has business interests with American Bank, N.A., where she sits
on the board of directors and has more than 1,000 shares of stock.

McHugh is treasurer of the Governor’s Business Council, a collec-
tive of some of Texas” most wealthy businesspeople.

Notable
contributions:

Federal political donations,
since 1990:

$1,750

$3,137 to Rick Perry
(R) from 2001 to 2002;
$750 to George W.
Bush (R) on June 4,
1999; $1,000 to John
Cornyn (R) on Jan. 23,
2002; $250 to James
Laney (D) on Feb. 24,
2000

Sources:

Texas Ethics
Commission,
OpenSecrets.org

100 percent Republican
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Meet your regents

Robert Rowling

Regent Robert Rowling

Official term: July 2004 — February 2011

Editor’s Note: This is the 10th and final part of a series on each member
of the UT System Board of Regents, the board of operating directors for all
15 UT campuses. All regents have been appointed by Gov. Rick Perry.

Previous parts are online at www.dailytexanonline.com.

Simply put, Robert Rowling is one of the wealthiest human
beings on the planet. In fact, Forbes Magazine listed Rowling as
the No. 129 richest person in the world this year, with a net worth
of more than $5.2 billion. In the state of Texas, only Michael Dell,
Alice Walton (of Wal-Mart fame), Dan Duncan and Robert Bass have
amassed more money.

Of course, this massive personal wealth makes Rowling a perfect
candidate for the Board of Regents, and Gov. Perry appointed the
Dallas businessman to the position in July 2004 to finish the term of
outgoing chairman Charles Miller.

Back then, the Texan caricatured Rowling as the “financially
invincible Super Regent,” you know, because: “Where most regents
are rich, he is richer. Where most regents are Bush supporters, he is
Bushier. Where some regents have maintained a financial stake in
the Texas oil industry, he is oilier.”

In fact, Rowling even beats out most wealthy donors. He has
roughly four times the wealth of car salesman and business school
moniker Red McCombs.

Rowling graduated from the University in 1976 with a bachelor’s
in business administration and went to law school at Southern
Methodist University. He sits in the minority of folks who have
their family names etched in stone on campus: Reese M. Rowling
Hall, on the east side of Royal-Memorial Stadium, houses the
Touchdown Club and 62 stadium suites that each fetch around
$75,000 every season.

That wing of the stadium was named after Rowling’s father after
the regent donated $5 million to athletics, in part to help construct
the giant practice bubble for football on the corner of Red River and
Dean Keeton streets.

Reese Rowling hired his son in 1972 to work with him at Tana Oil
and Gas. Ten years later, the two founded the Teco Pipeline Company.
They later sold most of Tana’s assests to Texaco Inc. in 1989 for $476
million, forming the company TRT Holdings that same year.

Regent Rowling is currently the chairman of the board, director
and owner of TRT Holdings, which has diversified its interests in

State political donations,
since 2000:

As of May, Robert Rowling additionally

Corporate Boards:

- TRT Holdings, Inc.

+ Omni Hotels

« Tana Holdings Corp.

« Areto Holdings

- RFP Aeronautical Corp.

Non-Profit Boards:

- Southern Methodist University
Tate Lecture Series

- Young Life

- UTIMCO

- Rowling Foundation

99.1 percent Republican,
0.9 percent Democratic

$771,762 $411,507

the last few years. TRT bought Omni Hotels in 1996 (Rowling is its
chairman), sold Corpus Christi National Bank in 1985 and bought
Gold’s Gym in 1994. The company also invested $25 million in
the Mexican dollar store Waldo’s in 2003, and still owns the Tana
Holdings Corp. and Tana Exploration Company. The company also
owns assets of GGI Holdings, Nueces Insurance Company and an
aeronautical company.

TRT owns considerable real estate in Corpus Christi (about one-
fifth of the surface area of downtown), where TRT was based until
Rowling moved it to Irving in 1997. In April, TRT was negotiating
with Corpus Christi to develop a seaside amusement park.

In the past, Rowling has sat on the corporate boards for
NationsBank of Texas and the J.G. Boswell Company. Recent finan-
cial statements list major stock holdings (more than 10,000 shares)
of the energy holdings company PG&E Corp., Bank of America
and Horizon Qil Limited. He also holds more than 5,000 shares of
ExxonMobil. He additionally receives income in excess of $25,000
a year from Conoco Phillips, North Central Oil, Kaler Energy,
Blackstone Ivory and RRP, Inc.

Being appointed regent was Rowling’s first step into the public
sector, but he is no stranger to political influence. He was a Bush
pioneer, pledging to raise more than $100,000 for the president’s
campaign, in both 2000 and 2004, and has donated heavily to state
Republican leaders. Combined, Gov. Perry and Attorney General
Greg Abbott have been the beneficiaries of nearly $500,000 in
Rowling donations over the past six years. He has given more than
$1 million to Republican campaigns over the last decade.

Rowling has the air of a staid family man, and some of his actions
with Omni Hotels reflect this. In 1999, he announced that Omni
Hotels would turn down an estimated $4 million a year by discon-
tinuing carrying pornography, because he did not want his children
to think porn was a legitimate way to make money. In addition to
his position with Young Life, he donates heavily to other Christian
youth groups.

Through it all, he has been a deep-pocketed ally of Gov. Perry.
Much like Regent Rita Clements, whose husband, former Gov.
William Clements, donated $100,000 to Gov. Perry less than a year
after Perry reappointed Clements to the board of regents, Rowling
made a $100,000 donation of his own. On June 22, 2005, he cut Perry
two checks that totaled the six-figure amount.

Federal political donations, Notable contributions:

since 1990:

$100,000 to Rick Perry (R) on
June 22, 2005 (more than
$250,000 since 2000); $225,000
to Greg Abbott (R) from 2001
to 2005; $81,000 to David

(R) from 1993 to 2003; $35,000
to the National Republican
Senatorial Committee from
2003 to 2005; $190,000 to the

from 2004 to 2006

99.3 percent Republican,

0.7 percent Democratic Sources: Texas Ethics

Commission, OpenSecrets.org

Dewhurst (R) from 2001 to 2005
$17,000 to Kay Bailey Hutchison

Republican National Committee
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VIEWPOINT

Having met
your regents

Off and on for the past four weeks, we've spent gallons of ink
profiling each member of the UT System Board of Regents, which
writes the institutional rules and sets tuition for the 15 UT System
campuses. Today marks the end of our series.

A few things over the last month have perhaps grown apparent,
easiest of which that the regents are no doubt a part of a wealthy
elite. Their positions are set up that way: They are not compensat-
ed for their service to the board, save reimbursements for travel.

But our current governor, who is notably up for reelection this
November and has appointed all of the current regents, has had
the opportunity to show the kinds of leaders he wants for the UT
System. Robert Rowling, Perry’s most recent appointment who is
profiled today, epitomizes that model.

Few of the members of the Board of Regents have any admin-
istrative background in academics, besides attaining their degrees
(most often from UT-Austin). They are not educators, but rather
corporate crusaders, and Perry’s appointments have implied that
governance of the UT System is first and foremost about money
management, especially the $19.9 billion in endowments and
donations that the University of Texas Investment Management
Company invests (which mostly goes into the private sector).

The mantra coming out of the UT System these past few years
revolves around the idea that the University is an “economic
engine,” a fact not lost in Perry’s Emergency Technology Fund,
which aims millions at research for commercial applications. The
University is increasingly managed like a corporation, where
“market forces” are always pushing the privatization of the
University environment.

Perhaps most important in this mix is state support for higher
education, which is a faucet that has slowly been on drip since
Perry took office. Since the regents gained the authority to set
tuition rates in 2003, student costs have skyrocketed. Tuition is
up more than 65 percent over the past three years, an unfortunate
causality to diminished state support. Students are increasingly
viewed as consumers, and it’s hard not to imagine them barreling
their way through the valves of our state’s “economic engine.”

Of course, Gov. Rick Perry, an especially partisan Republican,
has been rewarding to Republican supporters for the position
of regent. The biggest exception to this trend is the relatively
apolitical Regent Judith Craven, who is the only regent to hold a
doctoral degree in anything (hers is in medicine), but even she has
given money to Perry’s campaign. Since 2000, the regents have
donated a total of more than $934,000 to state political races, with
nearly 97 percent of that money going to Republicans.

Partisanship has little way to manifest itself on the Board of
Regents, and on a microscopic level the regents do not wear their
party on their sleeves. But less important than social conservatism
in this case is economic Darwinism.

Any sane human can see the widening chasm of access to
higher education — instead of defending every year’s tuition
jump, our regents should be demanding the state to reassess its
priorities for the future of all its students.

Instead, we have a board stacked with wealthy business folk
whose priorities rarely broach on affordability.

As terms are set to expire, there is the possibility that the UT
System will have five new regents by next March, all appointed
by the governor. Will these regents fill the same mold, or will they
fight for increased access?

A more progressive state might elect regents to state systems,
but the closest Texas has now is the election in November.
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